Emergence of a new national health services research alliance.
Although underrepresented to date, PPOs have the potential to become major contributors to health services research. However, policy and health plan decision makers must be informed about the unique features and contributions of PPOs. The authors describe a unique health services research coalition established among 13 Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans nationwide and the Kerr L. White Institute for Health Services Research (Decatur, GA), in collaboration with research institutions and government agencies, that features multiple health plan products within commercial, Medicare, and Medicaid enrollments, but with a specific emphasis on PPOs.